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I’m good at love, I’m good at hate, it’s in between I freeze
Michael Rakowitz

With I’m good at love, I’m good at hate, it’s in between I freeze, 
artist Michael Rakowitz grapples with the implications of a 
concert that never happened. In September 2009, famed musi-
cian Leonard Cohen was scheduled to perform at the Ramat 
Gan Stadium in Tel Aviv, Israel. Amid the increasing strength  
of the cultural boycott against Israel, Cohen’s management 
organized a twin event in Palestine with much interest and enthu- 
siasm from the Palestinian Prisoners Club. The concert immedi-
ately drew protests, with many demonstrators claiming that it 
was an empty show of solidarity, and the resulting boycott led 
the organizers to eventually cancel the event. Cohen never 
played in the West Bank or anywhere else in Palestine—not in 
2009, nor for the rest of his life, which sparked Rakowitz’s 
critical response. His letter to Cohen, written six years after this 
event, marks an attempt to shed light on the political, ethical, 
and social underpinnings that led to the concert’s cancellation, 
and the overall dynamics of boycotts as artistic expression.
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Michael Rakowitz
I’m good at love, I’m good at hate, 
it’s in between I freeze 
2009–ongoing
Letter written on Leonard Cohen’s 
Olivetti Lettera 22 typewriter
Courtesy the artist


